ban Ol OM > ae 





an introduction to 
reading and writing 
Hindi 





fet ta qf are ae tar efad Tit ti) 
pafea cea que fart afer aft arr at 

fm ara fanny Hears BE , 
ma faftat ax aa OS at ATH 


ee ee ee 








HINDI 


TEACH YOURSELF BOOKS 
































UNIT 1 3 
and it is only during the present century that literacy has become relatively 
widespread, with a national figure of some 52% being recorded in the 
1991 census (the next census will be im 2001). In earlier centuries, the 
practice of writing was essentially for the keeping of accounts and 
records, and some scripts have been developed specifically for these 
Purposes; an example is Kaithi, a Devanagari-like script whose name 
indicates its connection to the Kiyasth community of scribes. Although 
great strides in literacy have been made in all parts of India since 
Independence in 1947, the Hindi-speaking area still remains low in the 
literacy tables, and more than half the people who speak Hindi or one of 
its dialects cannot read or write it. By working through this book, you will 
increase the number of people literate in Hindi! 








Fig I: Indian shop signs are often illustrated with the products on sale, partly 
because of low literacy levels (see Appendix 5 for translations) 


Indian scripts have a phonetic perfection and sophistication that sets them 
apart from most other writing systems in the world, Apart from the Roman 
and Urdu scripts, all the major Indian scripts derive from Brahmi; but their 
separate evolution over the centuries has brought about great stylistic 
diversity, and someone who knows Devanagari cannot automatically read 
Bengali, Gujarati or Panjabi even although their scripts follow the same 

















UNIT 1 ° 
The common ground of Hindi and Urdu, as exemplified by our ‘lazy boy” 
sentence, is often called ‘Hindustani’, meaning ‘[the speech) of 





Fig 4: In this banner for Girish Kamad’s play TUT, “Tuglak’, the title is styled to 
suggest the Islamic character of its subject, a !4th-century Turkish nuler of India 


How Devanagari works: a ‘garland of 
syllables’ 


This book takes a practical approach to teaching the script, and does not 
discuss the detail of phonetic analysis; works listed in the bibliography 
address these matters. (Phonetic terminology used in this book is 
explained in an appendix.) But it is important to grasp a few basic 
principles about how the script works, so please don’t skip the following 
paragraphs! 

The script runs from left to right. There is no concept of a distinction 
between upper and lower case; neither is there a particular cursive style — 
handwriting follows the printed forms more or less closely in most 
respects, although of course it cuts some corners, and style varies quite a 
lot from writer to writer. Some examples of Hindi handwriting are given 
in Appendix 1. 

The basic unit of Devanagari is the sylJable, called aksar or varnd, rather 
than the individual letter as is the case in the Roman script; so Devanagari 
is strictly speaking not an ‘alphabet’ but a ‘syllabary” (the Indian term 
































Fig. 5: Dotted characters are often 
written without their dots, as in this 
poster for Sanjay Gupta’s film Yt 
khauf (‘Fear’) 
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<aré razai, ‘quilt"), F pha for F fa 
(e.g. BA phel for FA fel, “fail”), 
and so on. While some speakers 
don’t distinguish dotted characters 
either in writing or in speech, others 
will omit the dots when writing, but 
will pronounce the sound as though 
it were dotted; in short, the writing 
conventions are in a state of 
transition, little 
consistency. For the learner, it's 
best to maintain the difference 
between dotted and undotted 
characters as a matter of course. 


This short unit has shown you the 
basic character set for Devanagari. 


and there is 


It is now time for us to move on and look at the individual characters 
themselves. Remember that the phonetic basis of Devanagari makes it 
best to learn cach character in conjunction with its pronounced sound; so 
while you practise writing the characters you should also note the 


instructions about their pronunciation. 




































































UNIT 4 41 
10. 4 au Written with the sign ¥ after the consonant, as in #t kau. 





at nau nine 

at sau hundred 
qrar paudha plant 

% chow kedaurén during 
aTat naukar servant 
alee daulat wealth 
aa haule softly 
ate 


maut death 





Fig 6: A Wt gaukar is a ‘shocker’ —a shock-absorber! 
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Fig 8: Shri Cement Limited has a brilliant Jogo that can be read in at feast two 
ways —as 81 éri in Hindi, as ‘SCL’ in English, and perhaps as ‘sri’ in English too! 
The conjunct Ff jna 

The conjunct 4 jfia appears in some Sanskrit loanwords, mostly related to 
the Sanskrit verb root jf-, ‘to know’; the Sanskrit root is cognate with 
English ‘know’ and with Greek ‘gnosis’ etc. In Hindi, this conjunct is 
usually pronounced gy: thus jin is pronounced gyan. 

G+7=9 

aT4 iff (pr. ‘gyan’) knowledge 

aa ajiiey (pr. ‘agyey') unknowable 

fH3TH —visesajiid (pr. ‘visesagyi") specialist 

bist kytajad (pr. ‘kptagya’) grateful 

afaa — avijfia (pr. ‘avigyii’) ignorant 

aTat ajria (pr. “agya") command 





UNIT6 
Using viram instead of a conjunct 


When conjuncts get too complex, the sign virdm (see p. 51) can come to 
the rescue. For example, because hanging a u vowel under the already 
complex conjunct -& dbha is a tall order, (giving % as in SAA adbhut, 
‘wondrous’), the simpler virdm-based form @¥ (giving 7TH) is often 
preferred. Similarly, the font used for printing this book cannot “stack” a 
repeated © one above the other to form a double-decker conjunct as one 
might in handwriting (€), and must be content with a 8S, as in HSET adda 
“stand (for buses etc.)”. 





Fig 10: This tailor’s signboard uses viram jn the three-member. ponjiinct ‘nts’ in 
B-ze jents, ‘Gents’ 

Exercise 14 

The following words have been written using virdm, as if using a type- 

writer. Rewrite them using proper conjuncts: 

ea Re ye TT aera AT 

holiday Buddha district child — eighteen _—mattress 
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Fig 12:37 S78) SST and HWaTs ATST WET — two adjacent shops (bhandar) 
selling homespun cotton goods (khidi). The first spelling incorrectly conjoins 7 to 
@; the second uses anusvar, an alternative to the full conjunct form™2 (1T2T2). 


When the inherent vowel remains silent 


‘We've already seen that the inherent vowel a is not usually pronounced at 
the end of a word. But sometimes the inherent vowel also remains silent 
within a word, It is difficult to make a watertight rule here, but the 
following three formulae will account for most instances. 


The inherent vowel usually remains silent in the following circumstances: 


1. At the end of a word (except monosyllables such as 7 na ‘not’). As we 
saw earlier, the main exception is that the mherent vowel is pronounced 
(lightly, as *4’) after any conjuncts that are difficult to pronounce without 
a following vowel: fT mitri, FT kpsnd. 


2. In the second character of a word whose third character includes a 
vowel sign. Thus in the word {4"T disra, ‘second, other’, in which #7 ra 
is written with the vowel signT 4 the inherent vowel of 4 sais silent. 
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With its increasing use of abbreviations for the names of organisations, 
protocols and the like, India is awash with acronyms these days, and Hindi 
has taken them up enthusiastically, especially in newspapers. Acronyms 
are usually written without punctuation, and are pronounced as written: 


quel = aan cere Nav Bharat Times 
aT = 8et TTT art Bahujan Samaj Party 
qraqt = Meat AAaT ITT ~— Bharatiya Janta Party 





Fig 14; What is the registration number of this bus, manufactured by the industrial 
giant Tata? The first two characters indicate the state in which the bus is 
registered. (See foot of page.) 


Visarg 


The sign visarg resembles «a widely spaced colon and is written without a 
headstroke, as in 3:74 duhkh, ‘sorrow’; as the transliteration with a dotted 
h shows, it is an aspiration equivalent to that of @ h (but unvoiced, and not 
representing a distinct syllable). In Sanskrit it is pronounced as a lightly 
breathed echo of the preceding vowel: mfr: santih, ‘peace’, pronounced 
as Santihy. It mostly occurs in Sanskrit loanwords and is not very common 
in Hindi. 


(Answer: UP O7/F 8278 (3.2. = St 3297 Uttar Pradesh.] 
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Writing English words in Devanagari 
Hindi uses an ever-growing number of loans from non-Indian languages, 
mostly English. Many a Hindi-learner, setting off to India with a proudly 
acquired knowledge of the Hindi script, will find his or her efforts 
rewarded by encounters with signboards such as the following: 

wat tfear earindiyd Air India 


Bit Ure Hepat Tea farfaes 
vhilar end kampani praivet limited 
Wheeler & Company Private Limited 


Fig 16: What ‘free’ facilities 
are on offer here, and what is 
the name of the company? 


When transliterating English words into 
Hindi (for example, when writing your 
name in Devanagari), you should ignore 
the English spelling and transcribe the 
phonetic value of the word as pronounced 
by a Hindi-speaker. A Hindi-speaker will 
hear English ‘d’ and ‘t’ as closer to the 
retroflex than to the dental — hence the 
spelling fafaze, limited, above. And 
Devanagari vowels will also match the 
pronounced values of the English — hence 
the spelling TH, ear, in ‘Air India’. 

The superscript sign ~, a dotless moon, is 
sometimes used above a long 4T a (HT) 
for the English vowel in a Hindi-speaker’s 
pronunciation of words such as ‘ball’, 
‘law’, and the first syllable of ‘chocolate’. 
(Do not confuse it with candrabindu: HT is 
not the same as 41.) This is a script 


[Answer: Registration, road tax, comprehensive insurance, 
‘ accessories; Amar Autos} 





UNIT7 79 





convention only: in most Hindi-speakers’ pronunciation 474 ‘ball’ does 
not have the ‘aw’ sound that it has in English, but sounds like the vowel in 
the word ‘calm’. The sign has no standard Roman transliteration, but is 
here transliterated as 4: 


ata bal ball 





Fig 17: What kind of shop is this? 


Many English words are quite awkward to write in Devanagari, 
particularly because of their frequent consonant clusters and dipththongs: 


SSrIT instrakéan _ instruction 


THTSES akduntent accountant 


Exercise 17 


Transcribe the following into the original English: 





aes EH ae Cr west FH; 
us farsa ax are ae 2 aT 





[Answer: Modern Jewellers.] 
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The verse in the exercise above shows some typical features of English in 
Devanagari: the use of retroflex consonants for the English ‘t’, “d’; the 
different ‘o’ sounds of ‘not’ and ‘for’ both being assimilated to 4 (the 
optional 4T 4 form has not been used here); the use of consecutive vowels 
to represent diphthongs such as that in ‘life’ (ATE Jdif); the use of F d 
and 4 th for voiced and unvoiced ‘th’ (in “the” and ‘things’ respectively). 











Fig 18: ST@ 314, on the right, means ‘eye testing’; 4 (on the left ) and U4 (on 
the nght) both mean ‘and’. The rest of the text here is mostly in English, What are 
the names of the two businesses advertised, and what services do they offer? 


Among other problems. in writing English in Devanagari, there is no 
adequate way of showing the soft j sound in the word “vision”, which has 
to be written either as fart vijhan or as fast vizan. (Many speakers 
weaken the consonant almost to a “y" sound, saying ‘wivyan, Jeyar* for 
“vision, leisure”.) 

[Answer: (left) Imperial Barber Shop — Ladies and Gents Beauty Parlour, Bridal 


Make-up and Beautician Course; (right) Mahdvar Opticals -computerised eye 
testing and contact lens clinic .] 











Fig 20: Where is bus 402 coming from (on the jeft) and going to (on the right)? 


Where does Hindi vocabulary come from? 


The basic stock of Hindi vocabulary comes from various sources. The 

most important categories are: 

1. Tatsama words: loanwords from Sanskrit, complete with the original 
Sanskrit spellings. (The term ‘tatsama’ means ‘same as that’, where 
“that” refers to Sanskrit.) Examples are f4f84 vikdsit, ‘developed’ 
(whose -it participle ending, equivalent to the ‘-ed’ of the English 
participle, is found in many such words), Tara rajdhani, ‘capital 
city’, and #97 kp, ‘kindness, grace’. Many Sanskrit words have 
changed their meanings and contexts of use in the modern Hindi 


[Answer: Aukhla Gav (Okhla village); Jama Masjid (Friday Mosque). Many place 
names are rather unstable in their spellings: ATTA is more common than aaaT) 
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BEGINNER’S HINDI SCRIPT 

Rupert Snell 

Do you want to learn the basics of reading and writing Hindi script? 
Would you like to be able to read Hindi signs, notices, advertisements 
and headlines? Are you planning to work in or visit India? Then Teach 
Yourself Beginner's Hindi Script is for youl 

Rupert Snell has written a step-by-step introduction to reading and writing 
simple Hindi. This book features: 

@ an introduction to the structure of Hindi words and expressions 

@ an easy and accessible approach to learning the alphabet 

g hints for authentic handwriting skills 

& practical examples from realife situations 

= comprehensive vocabulary listing for the book 
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